The Challenge to Democracy
worker and the "master/' but only to open a career
to the talent for getting on. The clever youth was
supposed to desert the circles in -which he had been
born. Society helped him to climb. On the whole,
therefore, the change of system involved in giving a
more advanced education to a selected few of the
poorer classes was not as important as the change of
method which transformed the very nature of education
for all. The "creaming off" of a selected few led to a
deeper depression among those left behind; but the
new method of training the whole person, body and
mind together, really undermined the traditional
assumption that the lower classes should have an
inferior kind of education.
The New System of 'Education
All these changes have left education, so far as it
is directly affected by public policy, quite different
from what it was thirty years ago. Public policy
to-day, therefore, should rest upon new assumptions.
The State schools train the whole person, in a living
community, of all who attend. They are, therefore,
schools suitable for /z//the future citizens of the nation,
not only for one class, nor for those only who have
low incomes. These schools are not used by those
with higher incomes, partly because they are not
yet good enough in their own way, but mainly
because so much snobbery survives. The aim of
public policy should be to make all the State schools
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